Appln. No. 09/972,951 
Docket No. 8006-1009 

REMARKS 

The application has been amended to place the 
application in condition for allowance at the time of the next 
Official Action. 

Claims 1-2 6 were previously pending in the application. 
Claims 6, 9 and 20 are cancelled leaving claims 1-5, 7, 8, 10-19 
and 21-26 for consideration. 

Applicant would like to thank the Examiner for 
indicating that independent claims 1, 10 and 15 and dependent 
claims 24-26 are allowed and that claims 3, 7, 12, 17, 21 and 23 
are allowable. 

Based on a telephone call with the Examiner on January 
10, 2005, dependent claims 2, 6, 11, 16 and 21 are amended to 
remove the phrases "non-def ormable" and "rigid" to render the 
issue of new matter moot. Accordingly, the rejection under 35 
USC §112, first paragraph is believed addressed and these claims 
should also be allowable based on their dependence from an 
allowed independent claim. 

Since the claims remaining in the application are 
indicated as allowable or depend from an allowable claim and 
since all formal matters are believed addressed, the application 
is believed in condition for allowance. Reconsideration and 
allowance of each of the claims pending in the application is 
respectfully requested . 
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The Commissioner is hereby authorized in this, 
concurrent, and future replies, to charge payment or credit any 
overpayment to Deposit Account No. 25-0120 for any additional 
fees required under 37 C.F.R. § 1.16 or under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17. 

Respectfully submitted, 

YOUNG & THOMPSON 

Li am McDowell, Reg. No. 44, 231 
745 South 23 rd Street 
Arlington, VA 22202 
Telephone (703) 521-2297 
Telefax (703) 685-0573 
(703) 979-4709 

LM/lk 
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